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WESTERN RED CEDAR GARDEN
FURNITURE DESIGNED WITH
ABSOLUTE QUALITY AND
COMEORT IN MIND
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Other products include ...
¥ 6" Three Seater Bench
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Extra Wide Benches
7t Serving Trolleys
7 Tables
¥r Letterboxes
1t Bird Feeders

All in ‘Fine Slat’ for design
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CLEAR HAZE RECORDS

* Records * Tapes * Compoact fhises ®
* Posters @ Budges » Accessories *

— Shap 23 Deepwater Plaza. Wiy Wan. 47 3137
— Shop 26, Lake Haven Shopping Cenire 92 1801
= Shop 435, Wyang Plasa. Wynap 511108

= Shiep 121, Markerplace, Giodlord. 24 5738

Furniture, Bedding
and Electrical

* Air Conditioning
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* Onen Fradev night and
all day Sarurday

ANZAC PARADE. TUGGERAH
(Mext to McDanalds)
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HOWARD BRENTON'S

0ody Poetry’

the lives and loves of the poets
Byron and Shelley
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CHARACTERS

LORD GEORGE BYROM was horn in 1788, Al birth his right oot
was deformed a disability he fought against all his life with violent
exercise. Deseribed by a lover as 'Mad, bad, and dangerous o
know'. He was the most commercially successful poct of his day
carning huge sums (rom his poems, "Childe Harold' and "Don Juan’.
To his contemporarics he was both idle and bogey man, a profligate
talent with a rakish reputation - he once said "What [ carn by my
brains | spend by me bollocks”. He was a victim of a sexual scandal a
love affair with hall sister Augusta Leigh, causing him Lo leave
England in 1816, He died in 1824 of a Marsh Fever while organising
a brigade in support of the Greek forces in the ullimately successiol
revolution against Turkish rule.

PERCY BYSSHE SHELLEY was born in 1792 and for some with
the exception of John Milton he is the greatest poet in the English
language afler Shakespearc. In 1812 he travelled to Dublin where he
published his "Address to the Irish People”, a tract against British
rule in Ireland. His early poem "Queen Mab”, became an inspira-
tional text for early trade unionists. He also wrote "The Mask of
Anarchy', written in protest at the Peterloo Massacre and the unlin-
ished allegory "The Triumph of Lifc” in 1822, He drowned in that
same year in a boating accident in Italy at the age of twenty-nine.
His budy was recovered and burnt on the beach in the presence of a
few of his friends, Byron among them,

MARY the daughter of Mary Woolstonecraft and William Godwin -
it was a family of radical political thinkers. Mary met Shelley, then
marricd te Harriet in 1813, She was the author of "Frankenslein” a
parable attacking some basic beliefs of the romantic movement.
Alter Shelley's death she gradually became estranged from Claire
and Shclley's friends. She dicd in 1851,

CLAIRE was christened Jane but changed her name to Claire
because it means light. Her mother married William Godwin, his
second wile - she and Mary were therefore sisters by marniage. Hee
affair with Byron began in April 1816 their child Allegra was born
the following year. She never married and died in gentile poverty in
Florence 1879,
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MACRON MUSIC & GREG NEEDHAM DISCOLUNTS

‘Arthe end of Howard Brenton’s new play, Byron atrends the
cremation on the Viareggio beach, He delivers an oration: “Burn
him. Burn us all. A grear big bloody beauriful fire,” Badicalism,
artistic defiance, an incellectual rage, These are the virtues
celebirated in this extraordinary deeam play which begins as it
ends, on 3 fareign shore,' Michael Covency, Financial Times



CHRONOLOGY

March 1812-  "Childe Harold" published and Byron woke to find
himself Famous.

June 1813 - Shelley's first major poem "OQueen Mab” published.

January 1814 - Byron marries Annabella Millbank, The marriage
lasts onc year.

July 1814 - Shelley and Mary Godwin clope.

March 1816 -  Claire Clairemont and Byron engage in a bricl
allair in London,

April 1816 - Byron [lees England after a scandalous alfaic with
his hall sisler Augusta.
May 1816 - Shelley and Byron meet for the lirst ime on a

beach at Lake Geneva,

September 1816 - Byron ventures to Venice,

December 1816 -Shelley's first wife Harriet drowns hersell in the
Serpenting, London,

December 1816 -Shelley and Mary marry.

January 1817 - Claire gives birth to Byron's child. The child is
christened Allegra,

June 1817 - Mary completes "Frankenstein”,

August 1818 - Shelley writes "Julian and Madallo”, dramatising a
debate with Byron on human nature,
{ met pale pain my shadow...

September 1819 - Shelley writes "The Mask of Anarchy" after the
"Peterloo Massacre”.

June 1819 . Byran publishes his most famous poem "Don Juan'

January 1822 - Shelley's daughter Clara dics.

April 1822 - Byron's daughter, Allegra dies.

July 1822 - Shelley drowns in a boating aceident in laly.

April 1824 . Lord Byron dics of Marsh Fever at Missolionghi,

‘Brenton is, in fact, doing something markedly ambitious in this
phantasmagaoric play. He is celebrating the idea of the commirced
artist who seeks to stir and provéke sullen, defeated, bourgeois
England. At the same time with cleareyed honesty, he shows
how difficult it is to upset the moral order.”

Michael Billington, Gwardian

HARRIET cloped to Seotland in 1811 a0 the apre of sixtecn with the
nincteen year old Shelley where they marricd, Shelley left Harriel
for Mary Godwin when she was four months pregnant with their
second child, In the summer of 1816 she sent the children to the
country and cut her tics with the family o live with an army officer,
When he was posted 1o India she found hersell penniless and preg-
manl. She drowned hersell in the Serpentinge, London i 1416,

POLIDORI accompanicd Byron to Europe in 1816 as his personal
physician. Al the same time unkoown to Byron he accepled money
from John Murray {Byron's Publisher) to write an account of the
journey. A vain, highly strung man he beeame the bult of Shelley and
Byron's crucl sense of Tun, Biographers are in debi Tor his sensation-
al account of the night of 181h, June 1810 when talk of ghosts in-
duced a violent Gt in Shelley, Mary with some malice used his name
for Frankenstein's evil teacher - perhaps out of revenge Polidon
claimed untrathfully 1o have given her the plot in the lirst place. He
shot himsell in 1827 hecawse of gambling debis.

Director’'s Note

Very carly within the plot the character Claire states, "We are their
greal cxpernrent. We widl e ont how o five and fove withoudt fear”

In many ways this play could also be said to be an cxperiment - Tor
jll-‘it as Claire, Mary, -!";l‘h;‘.“.l;,‘:r' and Byron ,lml.ighl a t;h:lrlgl;. a revolution
in the hearl and mind, our project also required a conscious change
and a commitment by all to make the experiment work,

[ am n;:t:j'lfir.lci'li 1E:|;|,l Yinle |_|1|._: i LL:,!E:,'I'IL‘U will now S0 Oulcome ol [Ju!l
clTort, We are indebied 1o 2l those whose collective efforts have
hiclped bring this brilliant play to lile, and have made what you are
abwot Lo see a truly challenging and memorable experience.

Adrian Adam




CAST

Percy Byashe Shelley iiiisissiaiiine. DAVID ANTHONY
Mary Shelley ... SUSAN REYNOLDS
Claire ClAITCImONL woi i rmssersmcsesssnereee. CIABBY SIMPSON AN ADAN. - Lond Byron

Lord George Byron ... ADRIAN ADAM
Dr William Polidori ... LASZLO WEIDLICH
Harrict Westbrook ..., ANNE FARRELL

Adrian has appeared with Wyong Drama Group in Wha's Afraid of
Firginia Waoolfe, Kid Stakes, The Cne Day af The Yean, Nighe Must
Falt, and Zoo Story. Also appearcd with Woy Woy Little Theatre in
The Poker Session, and Fourth Wall's Look Back In Anger. His most
recenl rode was as Lhe unforgettable Mr Markbam in Mesve Cver My
Markfaen, with Wyong Drama Croup at Laycock Street Theatre.

LOCALE

The entire play takes place between the summers of 1816 and 1822 in

Switzerland, England and Italy. SUSAN REYNOLDS - Mary Shelley
There will be one 15 minule intcrval . A relative newecomer to Wyong Drama Group, Susan appearcd in
See ff I Care, al Wyong and the Porl Mm;qtl.’:rj[.: Festival, and very
recently as young Gloria in Wait Untid Dark. Having proved Lo be a
talenled young aciress, Susan 15 now keen for the nppﬂrlunily Lix
take on this more demanding role.

LASZLO WEIDLICH - Dr William Polidori
DAVID ANTHONY - Percy Bysshe Shelley
With Wyong Drama Group since 1987, has appeared in Fraciured
Cemiury, Happy Apple, The Cne Day of The Year, Pyjama Tops, Not
Now Darling, Zoo Stony, A Place in the Presend (Best Support Actor
award at Festival) and most recently at Layeock Street Theatre in
Mewe Cheer Mes Marklham,

Dravid has been working in theatre since 1985, He has appeared on
ABC TV and in films, Last year he played Mozarl in dmagdens al
Laycock Street Theatre, and his most recent roles were with Wyong
Diama Group as the simister characler Roal, in Wait Uil Dark and
as Sleck the Mouse in The Gingerbread Man at Laycock Street
Theatre.

ANMNE FARRELL - Harriet Westbrook
GABBY SIMPSON - Claire Clairemont Hails from blac (helling's little acting company ) in Sydney, and has
appuared in Pride and Prefrdice, Tacit Stop 3, is a member of Sydney
Philharmonia Choir, and has peclormed in The Marriage of Figaro
and Madante Butterfly at the North Shore Opera.

First performance with Wyong Drama Group, bul has performed
many roles in school productions. Gabby has a presence and fresh-
ness that shine through. Although she is treading boards for the first
lime - we are sure il won't be her lasl,



