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PRESIDENT'S MESSACE

A very warm welcome to GLADS (Inc) Dramafest 1993. This is our third biennial
festival, the inaugural one being held in 1989. The aim of Dramafest is to promote public
interest in the increasing standard achieved by amateur theatre groups, and to provide a
forum in which the latter can observe the efforts of others and share experiences. The man
with the most difficult job over this weekend is our adjudicator, Mr Dibbs Mather, whose
extensive experience in theatre and radio will be put to good use in assessing the relative
merits of each entry. Dibbs has agreed to share his personal responses with the audience
at various times during each session. 1 wish him well in this demanding task, and hope he
enjoys his stay with us.

While Dramafest 1993 is competitive, its real importance lies in the participation of
~ entrants, and the entertainment they provide for an audience. Contemporary theatre, both
professional and amateur, has evolved to reflect the concerns and interests of modern
society and the entries in Dramafest are an example of this. All theatre companies must
experiment with the material they perform in order to maintain the necessary vitality and
interest of their participants. Audiences, too, must retain the right to judge each
performance as they see it, since without them, theatre would have no reason to exist. The
organizing committee of Dramafest are not arbiters of public morals and taste, but advise
patrons that the language and content matter of several entries may offend individuals.

Many people have made valuable contributions to ensure the success of this festival. On
behalf of the Society, I would like to thank our many supporters:-

* Forster Primary School * Great Lakes Shire Council *Bob Harris Unit Management
*Tuncurry Bowling Club *Forster-Tuncurry Memorial Services Club

and the generous individuals who have donated the various trophies , the participating
clubs and their supporters, the Dramafest organizing committee, and, of course, our
patrons.

[ sincerely hope you all enjoy the experience of Dramafest 1993,
Bill Young

President
G.L.A.DS Inc



ADJUDICATOR: DIBBS MATHER

Dibbs Mather was born in Fremantle,
Western Australia. He read English at
University of Western Australia and
specialised in Speech and Drama at Teacher's
College WA.

His first theatre experience was with an
amateur group in his home town of Katanning
and later with the Perth Repertory. He won
best actor award in the amateur festival of
1956 before turning professional .

He came East in 1958, working at Radio 2TM Tamworth where his play for children won
the New England Prize. He then worked for Radio THO Hobart as a writer and
announcer before being selected to join the first intake of students when NIDA was
established in 1959, After graduating in 1960 he worked as a freelance writer, actor and

broadcaster, notably with the Phillip Street Theatre for a year before going abroad in
1962.

In the UK he worked as a writer, producer, editor, presenter and interviewer for the
BBC's Home and Overseas Services. He also appeared in film and televison and on the
stage. He was most frequently heard in Australia in such programmes as "Report From
London” - "Postmark UK" - "Calling Australia” and "Dateline”.

Apart from such archival pieces as the first Beatles interviews and the final interview with
Dame Edith Sitwell, he spearheaded the Australarts group, publishing and editing their
magazine and promoting Australians in the arts and communications in Europe.

He returned to Australia in 1972 and was a stage, film and Television actor before joining
the ABC as a producer and presenter. He is probably best known for his programme
"Australia All Over" which is still popular throughout Australia.

As an A Grade journalist he has written widely for publications in Australia. Today he
works as a writer, consultant and teacher, making occasional film appearances and as a
drama adjudicator in State and country festivals. Most recently he has worked in Vienna
for RadioAustria, where he recorded the Saki series, which he has also recorded for the
ABC. His actor son William is currently working in the UK.



CLAD.S

In 1994, G.L 420 5 will celebrate 20 years of live theatre in the Forster-Tuncurry
community. From very small beginnings, with a charity fund-raiser for Cyclone Tracy
victims in 1974, the Society has grown to tackle major productions such as "Grease" ,
"Caravan", "Blithe Spirit", "Move over Mrs Markham" and "A Bedfull of Foreigners".

In 1978, the club made its first venture into theatre festivals with an act from "Summer of
the 17th Doll" at Tamworth Dramafest. Since then, we have participated in many other
festivals in Coffs Harbour, South West Rocks, Gunnedah and Port Macquarie, as well as
continuing to support Tamwaorth.

During this time, (. 4255 has won recognition for achievement in many facets of
theatrical productions. This year, we will make our initial appearance at Sydney 's
Theatrefest with "String Trio".

Over the years, (.0 40§ has actively supported many local schools, and charities such as
Legacy and Pink Ladies.

Another activity has been the production of children's entertainment, in the form of an
annual Christmas pantomime. This year's production is an original story based on the
creation of the Australian bush.

With our first Dramafest, in 1989, (.£ 4.5 brought to local audiences an awareness of the
work being done by amateur theatre companies throughout the state, as well as promoting
those efforts in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere,

We hope we have played our part in promoting cultural activities locally, and we appreciate

the support given in these efforts by our patrons, businesses, the Great Lakes Shire Council
and schools in the community.
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AWARD CATEGORIES

DONATED BY ...
BEST PRODUCTION ($300) - Bob Harris Unit Management

SECOND BEST PRODUCTION ($200) - Forster Tuncurry Memorial
Services Club

THIRD BEST PRODUCTION ($100) - The Wedlock Family

BEST CREATIVE DESIGN ($100) - Val Manson
(Costume/Set/Design etc)

BEST ENSEMBLE EFFORT ($100) - Forster Tuncurry Memorial
Services Club

ADJUDICATOR'S AWARD ($100) - Tuncurry Bowling Club

ENCOURAGEMENT AWARD - Heather Willett
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ARTIST
BEST DIRECTOR Friedel Warmers
BEST ACTRESS Val Wright
BEST ACTOR Bea Padgett
BEST SUPPORT ACTRESS Mavis Barton
BEST SUPPORT ACTOR Evelyn Pauley

BEST UNPUBLISHED PLAY Peter Ravell




































