WYONG DRAMA GROUP

PRESENTS



THE D)F L BTIEE

Story by Hugh Walpole.
Dramatixed by Rodney Ackland.
Adapted by Rene Levenspiel.

who also produced the play.
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Lucy Amorest May Beringer Agatha Payne

Scene throughout: Three bed-sitting rooms,
Entrance Hall and passageways of ;
an old Lodging House at Polchester.
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Tinme: The turn of the Centurv.
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Act 1 scene 1: The Afterncon nf Christmas

Eve.
Seene 2: Evening of the same day .
Act 11 A Tew days later.- ;
Act 111 Evening of the same day.
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Tea and biseuits will be served in the Interval
between Acts 11 and 111. The price is sixpence
--every little helps to pay off the Overdraft!



TEZATRE IN_ THE ROUMD.

Although this is the £irst time Theatre In
Toe Round has been seen in Wyong, 1t is a form
of staging thit dates back to the earlisgat
composed plays. The classic Greek and Roman
plays were presented in this: nwedium, as were
the earliest known English plays. BEven in
Shakespeare's time the audience sat or stood
around three sides of the stage. Audiences
in those days were told of the locale,usually
by a Prologue, and they quite accepted the
fact that they were seeing the forum or a
forest or a palace, During the Restoration’
period it became “fashionsble" to use
elaborate furnishings and settings, so 1t
was, convenient to enclose the stage in &
plcture frams known as ‘the progcenitim.

This "caonvention” has remaincd in Theatre
until guite recently--exceptions being
pageants and outdoor presentations, notably
the Passion Play at Oberammergau, and:
"Hamlet” at Elsinore. Then some produsers
began to feel inhibited by the "box set"
and noticed the freedom granted by the
enclosed stage, bul of course the elements
would make oufdoor productions a veéry
risky finanglal proposition.. So they tried
playing in halls with the audience seated
around three or four sides of the acting
area, and they,anﬁ,thggauQ1enceadfnunﬂ_the-
experiment ‘a huge success.  In N.S.W.: great
credit is due to Hayes Gordon arnd his
Ensemble Players, who stage all their plays
"In the Round". - | o

In Wyong the same credit is due 'Rene
Levenspiel not only for ‘addpting the play
for this medium--no mean feat--but ‘alaso for
trying this experimént and having faith in
the imaginations of her audiences. Tonight
you will see the three réoms and the hall-
ways, and although the walls, doors,




THE PLAYERS
-and-
RENE LEVENSPIEL for the Production,
Adsptation & Music.
IRENE MORRIS Assistant to the Producer.
PHIL.LEVENSPIEL for the Lighting.

ELLAINE MUMBERSON f'or the Publicity Material.

THE PRESS for their co-operation.

ALTON .MORT for designing the Programme
Covers.

AUB. BROWN for printing the programmes.

THE STAFF OF TURTON'S PHARMACY for the Bookingsa.

znd YOU, THE AUDIENCE for coming.






