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“The first Theatrefest - a festival of one-act plays performed by some of our finest non-professional actors
and actresses - is a proud beginning of a new radition™. So commenced the “Welcome to Theatrelest
This is our tenth Theatrefest, a time to reflect and see if we have achieved our aim of providing ....... "a
showease of today's talent” - an opportunity for you to see the “stars of tomorrow”,

Theatrefest Finals have certainly borne out our belel in the quality of the non-professional actors and
weilers existing in this state. In our first year, William Mather was the winner of the “Best Aclor in a
Leading Role” at "T"88". He wenl on to work professionally in the UK. 1997 saw the professional debut
ol Rache! Gordon after graduating from NIDA. Rachel's talent, remarkable in one so young, was
recognised at T'91 when she was awarded the "2CH Encouragement Award”

Other examples of professional success wenz the winners of T'94 and T'95: “Mates” by Peter Kenna, an
QP Production, "Snow Angel” by L ewis Juhn Carlino, a Characters pmductmn Both these plays weni on
to successiil seasons al the Cafe de Lane in Ddrlmghursl E

Statistics may seem boring but it is very muarﬂmg b recount that with the wncﬁusmn of f,}ur tenth seazon
of Theatrefest we will have enabled over two [housand part:t:spams to have pnasemed 215 pleys. During
the early days we actively encouraged the | presentalion of new and unpublished Ausrrahar-l works. This
resulted in BT new plays being aired at Theatrefest In fact, as recently as last year, it was an unpublished
Australian play by local actor, director and now playwright Caroline Moore which won bath the "Best
Production of a Play by an ﬁusimhan Playwnghf. ‘and also the pre&[tglcms “First Place™ at 'T 96.

50 what have we in store. for you this year? The usual miix of very gnod good and cﬂnlruuersuai Some
plays that will delight, some that will dismay and ves. somﬂ, that may shock But this is what a festival is

aboutl. An opportunity for all 1o see and judge in open gampetmnn the health of our community theatre.
A chance 1o experiment and to experience the praise or perhaps the criticism of our peers. For whatever
reason that you are a part of T'97 we trust that this festival will prove an exciting and rewarding
EXpErience. : ' i

“Enjoy!”

Personnel/Patrons

Patrons
Ron Haddrick, MBF D{:rnrr.ique {',uf’lns, Penny Coﬂk

Committee -
Richard Lewis;, Lioyd Barweﬂ Ken Budﬂep Ruﬂ? Gr:ﬂ" Ihs Jan John;snn Donna Manser, Walter
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Moore, lan Nicholas

Personnel e el
Technical Managur. Meftmie Lub,endahn

Stage Director: Ruth Gr!fﬁths o ‘_:
Stage Crew: Ken Smith; Bernard Teutmn -
Charles, Darren Charles; Cheryl K[rkpoh'fck

Front of House: Caroline Tessandier: Clare MCGEEhan Jenny Wandl, David Tucker; Don O'Sullivan;
Jan Johnson: Richard Lewis: Louise F funter. i

Vg:tcarm M’in!er Jﬂn Gr‘ounds Katie Griffiths, Karen

Bar Manager: Kristen Mann
Master of Ceremonies: Lloyd Barwell
Programme Design: Fiona Penman

Our Thanks to

Theatrefest Incorporated acknowledges with gratitude the ongoing support of its sponsors Curmrency Press,
whaose sponsorship began in 1989, and Staging Rentals, spansors since 1993, Their continuing support
and encouragement of Theatrelest is most appreciated.

Cur thanks alsa 1o the number of unsung heroes who turn up to assist at front of house every year, Many
ol these helpers have bought tickets but continue to support, with their time and labour. the | joy of
Theatrefest.
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Annie Bilton

Annie Bilton has been taking theatre intravenously for some two and a half
decades, acting, directing, devising and now writing. Literary Manager of Sydney’s
: _ Griffin Theatre Company, which operates the historic but trendy
~ Stables Theatre in Kings Cross, Annie reads the hundreds of
unsolicited scripts received every year to assess their stage
| potential, and helps get scriipts ready for production. She also
¥ works as a play assessor for Playworks (a support group for
- women writers] and ABC Radio Drama, and as consultant
dramaturg for anybody who asks. With a Masters degree in
Theatre, Anme has at least academic respectability. She is co-
founder and Artistic Director of Sutherland Bare Boards Company, and is currently
dramaturging a multicultural project Ten by Six for Belvoir Downstairs. With ironic
synchronicity, Annie finds herself on the Theatrefest judging panel just as her play
The Soul Salon — which in crude form first appeared at Theatrefest ‘93 and was
encouraged by a nomination — achieves its professional premiere production, at
Pitt Street’s Pilgrim Theatre October 1 - 25. Recognising that support and
development of writers is vital for the future of Australian theatre, Anme considers
her specialty Being Very Nice to Writers.

Faye Montgomery

Faye Montgomery's career began in Canada, where she appeared with the
Pemnsula Theatre Company in Ontario, was a co-founder of the
Carousel Players, with whom she acted and directed for 10 years,
and performed in various productions (plus an American tour) for
the noted Shaw Festival Theatre, at Nlagara on-the-Lake

In Australia Faye has been a co- fcmnder and actor with Theatre
South Co. Lid., from 1980 to 1996, During that time she has
appeared in dnzens of plays as weEI as performmg in films, with

Aarne Neeme _

Aarne Neeme's name is one that will be familiar to many Theatrefest patrons. As a
director, he has worked for most of the major theatre companies in
Australia and New Zealand, covering the range of classical and
contemporary plays — over 200 productions!

& He has taught at WAAPA, NIDA, VCA, QUT, New Zealand Drama
School, Drama Studio (London) and Universities of NSW.
Newcastle, New England, WA, Sydney, Singapore (NUS) and
Wellington {Victoria Uni). Aarne has won various awards in
Svdney, Perth and Newcastle.













